Who uses the data?
Researchers and policy makers who have received approval
from the appropriate Data Custodians and properly
constituted and registered Human Research Ethics
Committees can undertake statistical linkage projects
for the purposes of research, policy development and
evaluation, quality assurance and monitoring. All output
is population level and not individual based. The linked
data are not used for direct service or clinical provision for
individuals.
Benefits of linkage?
Linkage has been undertaken in a number of locations
around the world. Previous Australian outcomes include:
•
the use of folates to prevent neural tube
defects
•
determining the impact of in vitro fertilisation
with birth defects
•
determining preventable physical illness in
people with mental illness
•
investigating links between Deep Vein
Thrombosis (DVT) and air travel
•
monitoring vaccine safety in SA.

SA NT DataLink is involved in the development of a number
of demonstration projects dealing with cancer treatment
and early childhood development.

Bridging communities

Supporting research
SA NT DataLink’s head office is located in the South
Australian Health and Medical Research Institute
(SAHMRI) adjoining the new Royal Adelaide Hospital on
North Terrace, Adelaide.
Adelaide (Head) Office
Level 8, SAHMRI
North Terrace
Adelaide SA

Making a difference

Mailing Address
GPO Box 2471
Adelaide SA 5001
Telephone 08 8302 1604
9:00am to 5:00pm ACST www.santdatalink.org.au
Darwin Office
Level 2, Health House
87 Mitchell Street
Darwin
Mailing Address
PO Box 40596 Casuarina NT 0811

www.santdatalink.org.au

www.santdatalink.org.au

What data are included?
SA NT DataLink is an unincorporated joint venture between:
Northern Territory Government
The University of Adelaide

Administrative, clinical and service datasets are linked using a
minimum number of variables. De-identified, linked variables
are then made available to researchers by Data Custodians
(the agency from which the data originates) for ethically
approved statistical linkage projects.

The University of South Australia
The Flinders University of South Australia
SA Department for Health and Ageing
SA Department for Education & Child Development
SA Department for Communities & Social Inclusion
Cancer Council SA - Beat Cancer Project
South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute

The purpose of SA NT DataLink is to provide a high quality
data linkage service to support research, policy development,
service planning and evaluation.
SA NT DataLink will:
•

•

enable the linkage of administrative and clinical
datasets providing an evidence base for researchers
and policy makers to better understand and
monitor the population health and wellbeing
impacts of policy and investment decisions for
South Australians and Northern Territorians
be a potential key source of information to
assist the achievement of SA and NT strategic
plan targets and meeting COAG goals.

SA NT DataLink has the highest levels of security to
protect the privacy of individuals, while building high level
population research infrastructure in South Australia and the
Northern Territory.

(SAHMRI)
Health Consumer Alliance of SA

Consortium members are providing substantial funding and
in-kind contributions for the operation of the SA NT DataLink.
The Australian Government Department of Innovation,
Industry, Science and Research will also provide financial
support, through the National Collaborative Research
Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) Population Health Research
Network.
Governance: SA NT DataLink is an unincorporated joint
venture managed by a Steering Committee consisting of
representatives of the Consortium and auspiced by the
University of South Australia.
SA NT DataLink is located in independently endorsed, secure
accommodation provided by the University of South Australia
at the SAHMRI in Adelaide.

How does SANTDL protect your privacy?
The linkage methodology adopted by SA NT DataLink
is based on the best practice Western Australian model.
Data remains the property of the relevant custodians, and
linkage “keys” are developed by SA NT DataLink based
on probabilistic matching of demographic information
provided from the relevant datasets. SA NT DataLink does
not hold identified data related to services provided or clinical
information.
Strict security procedures and ethical approval processes have
been developed and agreed to by the Privacy Committee of
South Australia.
The SA NT DataLink has high level security for every project
using linkage keys. Staff responsible for the linkage keys are
all SA Government employees.
All projects must firstly be approved by at least one NHMRC
approved Human Research Ethics Committee.

